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SUPERIOR COURT OF FRESNO COUNTY
LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY (LEP) PLAN
L Legal Basis and Purpose
This document serves as the plan for the Superior Court of FRESNO County to provide to
persons with limited English proficiency (LEP) services that are in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.; 45 C.F.R. § 80.1 et seq.; and 28 CF.R. §
42.101-42.112). The purpose of this plan is to provide a framework for the provision of timely and

reasonable language assistance to LEP persons who come in contact with the Superior Court of

This LEP plan was developed to ensure meaningful access to court services for persons
with limited English proficiency. Although court interpreters are provided for persons with a

hearing loss, access services for them are covered under the Americans with Disabilities Act rather

than Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, and therefore will not be addressed in this plan.

i Needs Assessment
A, Statewide
The State of California provides court services to a wide range of people, including
those who speak limited or no English. Service providers include the California Supreme

Court, the Courts of Appeal and the superior courts of the 58 counties.

According to the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Court
Interpreter Data Collection System (CIDCS), which aggregates court interpreter usage data
received from the California trial courts, the most frequently used languages for
interpreters in California courts in 2005 were (in descending order of frequency):
1. Spanish
2. Vietnamese

3, Korean
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4, Armenian

3. Mandarin

B. Superior Court of FRESNO County
The Superior Court of FRESNO County will make every effort to provide services

to all LEP persons. However, the following list shows the foreign languages that are most

frequently used in this court’s geographic area.
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5. Punjabi
This information is based on data collected from the AOC’s Court Interpreters Data

Collection System.

. Language Assistance Resources
A. Interpreters Used in the Courtroom
1. Providing Interpreters in the Courtroom
Providing spoken-language interpreters in court proceedings are based in
whole or in part on statutory and case law. These are set out in Attachment A. In
the Superior Court of FRESNO County, interpreters will be provided at no cost to
court customers who need such assistance under the following circumstances:
e For litigants and witnesses in criminal hearings;
e For litigants and witnesses in juvenile hearings;
o For litigants and witnesses in hearings involving domestic violence
and elder abuse, family law and child support cases, to the extent that

funding is provided; and,
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